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just exactly as I have dealt with them for the last three.
"I have dealt with Quay and with all similar men, not
because I regarded them as making me President, not be-
cause I had anything selfish to expect from them, but be-
cause, not being a fool, and having certain policies for the
welfare of the Republic at heart, I realized that I could
succeed in these policies only by working with the men of
prominence in the Eepublican party. That ridiculous
Parker Constitution Club, for instance, numbers among
its members and backers people who at the same time
falsely attack me for imaginary violations of the Consti-
tution and then argue that I should try to violate the Con-
stitution by disregarding Quay and the other Senators who,
under the first article of that Constitution, are the official
advisers whom I must consult, and without whose acqui-
escence I can not make a single appointment. I did not
make these men Senators. They are in the Senate; and I
should be derelict in my duty if I did not try to get along
with them. I should be heartily ashamed of myself if this
election made any real change in my attitude towards them.
This attitude has not been due in the past to any desire
for self-advancement on my part, and therefore there is no
need to change it simply because it is no longer possible
for these men to do anything for my advancement."

In somewhat similar vein he wrote to Owen Wister on
November 19, 1904:

"I have been most abundantly rewarded, far beyond my
deserts, by the American people; and I say this with all sin-
cerity and not in any spirit of mock humility. The stars in
their courses fought for me. I was forced to try a dozen
pieces of doubtful and difficult work in which it was possi-
ble to deserve success, but in which it would not have been
possible even for Lincoln or Washington to be sure of com-
manding success. I mean the Panama business, the anthra-
cite coal strike, the Xorthem Securities suit, the Philippine
Church question, the whole Cuban business, the Alaska
boundary, the Government open shop matter, irrigation